
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
Dear Parents, Alumni and Friends of St Martin’s School                5 December 2018 
 
My first year at St Martin’s is almost over – and what a year it’s been!  Although the learning curve has 
been steep, I have thoroughly enjoyed this year with all its interesting challenges, getting to know the 
people and everything else that makes a headmaster’s life so fascinating.  It gives me great pleasure to 
write you a slightly longer newsletter than usual – there are just so many good things to report on. 
 

The annual Art exhibition in which our 
pupils are afforded the opportunity to 
show off what they have worked on 
during the year was a wonderful event.  
It was one of those perfect Highveld 
evenings in the exquisitely manicured 
school gardens.  The Grade 10 
hospitality students were wandering 
around with trays of tasty food they 
had prepared, and the quiet jazz music in the 
background created a really festive ambience.   
Each of the Matric pupils had to do a short talk on 
their art pieces and it was clear to everyone that 
art is not about painting a few ‘cute’ pictures.  It is 
about fully engaging with the prescribed theme 
and allowing your work to mould and shape your 

opinions, feelings and emotions so that you are better equipped to make sense of the 
complex issues you are facing in your life and in your world. 
 

An equally impressive affair was the final Matric Drama 
Practical.  Five of the pieces performed were awarded 100% 
by the external IEB moderator and there was no doubt in 
anyone’s mind that these results were well deserved.  Drama 
at St Martin’s is, without doubt, in a league of its own.  I 
particularly liked the monologue entitled: ‘I like girls who 
read’.  It was fascinating to see how the pupils engaged with 
some very tricky social and political issues – they really were 
quite outstanding.  The Pre-Primary production ‘Hats Off’, a 

few days later, was a happy, colourful, fun-filled event and I marvel 
at the growth in our pupils as they move through the school from 
Grade 000 to Matric.  One little boy, when it was his turn to go on 
stage, got stage fright and refused to go on.  Teacher Derryn 
brought him onto the stage but he clung to her – he wasn’t going 
anywhere!  She gently took him off stage and allowed him to calm 
down.  She talked to him, settled his nerves and encouraged him to 
go on again in the next scene, which he duly did – as confident as 
all his mates.  As I watched this little drama unfold, I realised again 
how in-tune, caring and competent our teachers are! 



I was delighted when, soon after their appointment, our newly elected prefects showed me a ‘Truth 
Pledge’ which they had put together and signed, without any prompting from the staff.  This indicates that 
they are serious about the values we try to inculcate in our pupils at St Martin’s and that the dripping tap 
has yielded some positive results.  Here is what they have undertaken to do: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first part of the third term can be a 
tricky time in the life of a school and is 
often known as the ‘Silly Season’ for the 
Matrics.  I was however pleased at how 
seriously they took our appeal for sense 
to prevail, and the week before they 
started their exams ended up being filled 
with fun and with a significant amount of 
academic endeavour – much to my 
delight.  The water-slide and opposite 
gender dressing were amusing to watch and pointed to a wonderful sense of 
innocence amongst our Matrics.   

Rumour has it that our head boy and head girl have never missed a single 
lesson in their high school career.  This needed to be remedied and they 
were promptly tied to a tree during their last Afrikaans lesson.  I think they 
quite enjoyed bunking for a change! 
The final Matric chapel service was powerful and moving.  Father Thabo 
greeted them with the following words: 
 

I greet the divine beauty in you,  
I greet the compassionate One in you, 
I greet the kindness in you,  
I greet the strength to endure in you, 
I greet the gift of laughter in you, 

 
He gifted them each with a hard hat – one of those you have wear on a 
construction site – and urged them to stop complaining and to go out there and rebuild our country and 
to build their own legacy.  “Complaining and moaning just makes you sad and is not good for the soul.”  
The hymns were sung with extra gusto and what the deputy head boy Chiraag Lalla said in his valedictory 
address a week later is true – they will never forget the times they stood together in unity in the chapel 
singing those well-known and much loved hymns. 
 
As part of our Jubilee celebrations I addressed both the Prep and the High School in 
special assemblies on the history of St Martin’s School.  It is an incredibly interesting 
history and in some places quite bizarre, reminding us of the dark days we have 
experienced as a country.  St Peter’s, founded by the Community of the Resurrection 
in 1922, was closed down in 1956 due to the Group Areas Act and in its place, a year 
later, St Martin’s was opened.  Even though the last 60 years have been colourful and 
not without their problems, we celebrated all that is good about our school and each 
pupil was given a cupcake which had been placed on a table in the shape of a huge 60. 

Truth pledge 
 

 I will not betray a person’s confidence through gossip. 

 I will not talk negatively about a person if they are not in my presence. 

 If gossip gets to my ears, it will stop there. 

 If I do slip up on any of the above I will seek forgiveness, from the 
person whom I have offended, as soon as possible.  

 



We also had a beautiful mural painted on the rather ugly grey wall just off the Prep School fields.  The 
mural speaks of the history of the school, the values we espouse, and mentions some of the heroes of old 
who are alumni.  The proceeds from our Prep School art exhibition made this possible and I am grateful to 
our parents who, on the evening, had shallow pockets and long arms.  All credit to the artists Jo-Anne du 
Croq Teichmann and Patrick Shongwe who designed and painted it.  It really is a masterpiece! 
 

 
 

Speaking of Alumni, we had an incredibly successful Alumni dinner at the end 
of October this year, which also formed part of our 60-year celebrations.  Old 
Boys and Old Girls came in their numbers and after a guided tour of the school 
and a service in the chapel, we enjoyed a scrumptious dinner in the dining hall.  
The grace before the meal was said – as has been done for 60 years:  
Benedictus, Benedicat per Jesum Christum Dominum Nostrum.  The boarders 
all remembered it!   Pictured are Andre Lombard, Darryl Yorke and Peter 
Bennett who were pupils here in 1958 when the school opened!  The ladies 
are Samantha Blignaut and Debbie Rautenbach who were part of the first 
group of high school girls in 1977.  
The party went late into the night 
and a letter from Andre Lombard 
describes this event perfectly:  

Thank you for a remarkable evening of camaraderie, nostalgia 
and reminiscence on the 60th anniversary of the founding of  
St Martin’s.  Discussions over the evening confirmed that  
St Martin’s was and continues to be a school that prepares one 
for life rather than focussing only on teaching a curriculum.  
Congratulations on a wonderful reminder of that fact!  We all 
wish you every success with your plans over the years ahead 
Another letter, this time from Mr Barry Payne, speaks to the ethos of the school which hasn’t changed in 
60 years:  Many thanks for putting together such a great anniversary celebration. As a very old boy (1959 
to 1963) I was proud to attend.  Never could I have imagined 59 years ago that I would be in the dining hall 
with such a positive, happy bunch of alumni.  I believe the school is on the path to a great future. May 
academic success remain important but it is the social skills and self-confidence that will take the pupils far 
in life.  It is, indeed, not only about academics at St Martin’s but about a well-entrenched hidden curriculum 
that brings out the best in our pupils and gives them the foundation for future success. 
 
Rites of passage are, for us, really important in the life of our pupils as they progress through the school.  
As part of the Grade 7 valedictory service this year, we introduced a 
walk from the Prep to the High School – a ceremonial departing from 
the school they have been a part of for seven or so years, and 
welcoming them into their new high school.  Some of our prefects 
walked with them and others received them at the High School.  The 
lighting of the candles in the chapel and the traditional ‘handing over’ 
of the pupils was an emotional time, and at the cocktail function 
afterwards many parents spoke of how grateful they were for the 
wonderful education their children had received at the Prep. 



And then a brief look at what some of our alumni have been up to recently.  Devin 
Werner’s honours research paper entitled, Is PRASA’s legitimacy on track?  A case 
study of the ‘Derailed’ incident, was recently published in Accounting Perspectives in 
Southern Africa, which is a collaboration journal between UCT and Wits. 

In a previous newsletter I reported that Ashleigh Murray was one 
of the referees at the Sevens Rugby World Cup tournament in 
Hong Kong.  The Golden Lions Rugby Referees Society made 
history two weeks ago at their year-end function and prize giving.  
Ashleigh has become the first ever female to be named the 
Referee of the Year.  What a wonderful achievement. 
 

The following appointments were announced at the High School: 
 

Head of Wigmore Mahir Ramphal 
Head of Joubert  Sihle Ntombela 
Deputy Head Boy Nicolas Parbhoo 
Deputy Head Girl Jenna Doo 
Head Girl  Hiral Patel 
Head Boy  Joshua Soal 

 
Not being on our permanent staff, the people that guard our precinct, 
the cleaners and the kitchen staff have never been included in our 
annual staff Christmas lunch.  I had a few teachers come to see me 
about this and their idea was, for me, again an indication that the spirit 
of St Martin’s stands as strong as ever at our school.  They organized a 
sit-down lunch for all the outsourced staff.  Table decorations were 
organised, the ingredients were bought and they cooked and prepared 
a really nice meal.  The chaplain’s pap was a 
great hit!  A number of pupils who have recently 
formed an outreach society, which they named 
‘One-by- One’, chipped in for a gift for each 
person and wrote them a personal thank-you 
note.  They also served them at the tables and the 
staff were made to feel really special – there is just something about being waited upon.  Later, as I was 
thinking about this event, it occurred to me what an important gesture this was, not only for those 
attending the lunch, but for our pupils.  Just telling teenagers to be kind and generous bears little fruit, but 
when teachers live out values such as generosity, it is so much more powerful and far more effective than 
the best sermon we can ever preach in chapel.  These are the kind of teachers we have at this school – and 
they make the real difference!  May this spirit of generosity be a reality in our homes this Christmas.   
 
Our annual Carols by Candlelight service was a glorious occasion.  The choral pieces were all written by 
South African composers including Mr Ron Gill, his son Peter and Mr Malcolm Chalmers.  Oh how our 
spirits were lifted when we sang those old carols and we left the chapel with much joy in our hearts. 
 
It remains for me to wish you a wonderful holiday.  I hope you 
enjoy not having to look at a watch and that you will be able to 
catch up on some wholesome family time and read a good book.  
 
May love be a reality in your hearts as Christmas draws near, for 
Christ is alive, the light of the world.  May He richly bless you 
this this festive season. 
 
Thomas Hagspihl 
(Headmaster) 

Under African Skies 
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