
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents                                   17 January 2019 
 
In our fast changing world we often hear, ‘The only thing that is constant, is change’.  Although this cliché has 
been seriously overused, as a school, we cannot ignore the fact that things around us are changing – and are 
changing rapidly.  We need to therefore keep asking, what skills our pupils will need in order to be effective 
citizens in the world they will be going into.  Much has been written on this topic, but there are certainly common 
threads and the following skills appear on most lists: 
 

 Complex problem solving. 

 Critical thinking. 

 Creativity and imagination. 

 Collaboration and teamwork. 

 Cognitive flexibility and adaptability. 
 
The International Baccalaureate is an examination which is written in many European countries and, indeed, 
across the world.  What I find fascinating, is what they expect their final learner profile to be, as a result of the 
education they have experienced.  They suggest that students should be conditioned by their learning to be 
inquirers, thinkers, open-minded, risk takers and reflective, amongst others.  I like it! 
 
At schools it can no longer be business as usual and so, in order for our pupils at St Martin’s Prep to be exposed 
to some of the skills mentioned above, we plan to do the following, in addition to what they already experience 
in the classroom.  These will not be an optional extras, but will form part of the weekly curriculum. 
 

1. In Grade 4, pupils will be doing English puzzles to enhance their reading ability, build vocabulary and to 
improve their comprehension skills.  Reading is fundamental to all learning.  Themed crosswords, code 
riddles, acrostic puzzles and poetry activities are some of the exercises on the menu. 
 

2. Every pupil in Grade 5 will learn how to play chess.  Chess serves as an extremely powerful educational 
tool and requires abstract reasoning, calmness under pressure, strategic thinking, static and dynamic 
evaluation and planning.  We will have a chess ladder in each class with competitions and various other 
exciting activities.  Parents are encouraged to play with their children! 
 

3. Pupils in Grade 6 will be exposed to strategy games, puzzles and non-routine problem solving in 
Mathematics.  Skills that our pupils will learn from these include numeric agility, complex problem solving 
and persistence – a skill very few young kids still exhibit today.   Pupils will progress from easy to difficult 
puzzles at their own pace and an end-of-year competition will be held with some worthwhile prizes. 

 
4. Pupils in Grade 7 will learn how to write basic computer programmes using ‘Sketch’ as the basic tool of 

instruction.  Coding has become such a useful tool in our ever increasing technological world – and of 
course in the world of Artificial Intelligence – that we feel it necessary that every pupil is at least exposed 
to it.  Coding is also wonderful way to learn logical and critical thinking. 

 
We hope you will be as excited as we are about these innovations and I have a suspicion that many of you will 
enjoy the puzzles and chess as much as your children. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Thomas Hagspihl 
(Headmaster) 


