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NEWSLETTER

President Motlanthe’s Visit

‘When mankind invented the mirror, 
people stopped looking for the good in 
others’.  President Kgalema Motlanthe, 
who visited our school recently, was 
responding to a question a student 
asked him about poverty.  

In his address to the school he had spoken about his humble 
beginnings.  His family was amongst the victims of the forced 
removals from Alexandra to Soweto.  His father was a cleaner 
and his mother a domestic worker.  The question was: ‘Mr 
President, your story speaks about how you were able to dig 
yourself out of poverty.  Does that mean, therefore, that poverty 
is a choice?’  St Martin’s students are known to ask incisive 
questions, but the President’s answer was as profound as it 
was cleverly crafted.  He spoke about a ‘blindness of the heart’ 
which has become characteristic of our society.  It’s all about 
the royal ME and the needs of others have become peripheral.

His memories of Robben Island were fascinating.  Prisoners taught each other to read and write.  The fact 
that the lights in their cells were left on 24 hours a day because they were seen as high risk prisoners,  
was seen as a blessing rather than a curse.  This allowed them to study all night.  There was no room for 
a victim mentality, a feeling sorry for yourself.  The glass needed to be half-full – for survival.

During the question and answer time, William, a Form One boy, persistently had his hand up.  Due to 
time constraints, however, we couldn’t field all the questions.  As we left the chapel Mr Motlanthe turned 
to me and pointed out that we hadn’t answered William’s question.  We called him over and, standing 
outside in the rain which had just begun to fall, he patiently listened to William’s query.  As with all the 
other questions the students had asked, he didn’t fob him off with a quick, glib response, but took time 
to answer him in detail.  That is the measure of the man.  He is so much more than a mere politician – he 
is a real statesman!  A number of girls, so taken by the president’s address, came to my office afterwards, 
wanting to greet Mr Motlanthe.  Talk about gate-crashing a meeting!  Again, with all the time in the 
world, he spoke to each girl individually, asking their names and where they were from. 

It was clear that he also thoroughly enjoyed his visit and I am delighted to be able to inform you that he 
has agreed to meet with St Martin’s students on an annual basis.
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Salaam                          Stories

Set against the historical backdrop of the Cape 
slave trade and the Malay diaspora in South Africa, 
Ashraf Johaardien’s play, Salaam Stories, has been 

performed around the world – and this term at 
 St Martin’s, by our very own drama teacher  

Ashálin Singh.  

We laughed, we cried and I again realised how 
important it is for us to hear each other’s stories.  

Mr Singh was quite outstanding and it was clear to 
everyone why the drama at this school is in a league 

of its own.  What made the two evenings really special 
was how the St Martin’s family came to support Mr 

Singh, who went on to perform this piece in a theatre 
in Observatory in Cape Town.  Preppies, parents, 

teachers and many of his past drama pupils came in 
their numbers: the St Martin’s family in action.   

This show will not soon 
 be forgotten.



Matric Dance
There is a palpable excitement on the corridors of the school the week of the 
Matric dance, and the stress levels are equally elevated. 
On the evening, parents come for cocktails and have a quick peek at the venue and then the 
couples, one-by-one, greet the headmaster and his deputy and introduce their dates.  The 
evening was a great success: the dresses were beautiful, the food was good and everyone 
looked gorgeous, but the machinery in the car park – now that was something to behold.  
Particularly the 1938 Plymouth!

Over the years I’ve been to a multitude of matric dances at a variety of schools, but there was 
something quirky about this one that I have never seen before.  Just before the main course, 
the head boy and head girl announced that there was to be a quiz and that the various tables 
would be competing against one another.  Really?  A pub quiz at a matric dance? Well, we really 
are a school with a difference at times, and the quiz ended up being great fun. The staff tables 
were, of course, the most competitive and, much to their delight, won the quiz. 
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Form Four Camp Tests Students’ Resolve
Our Form Four Camp to the Drakensberg is another 
opportunity in which pupils can test what they are 
really made of.   
Climbing trees to a height of six or seven metres and bridge-
jumping from an even higher platform is a serious challenge 
for people who are scared of heights.  I am one of those people 
and so I know that this is not an imaginary fear – something 
‘just in the mind’.  I was so proud of two of our Form Four 
girls.  Everyone in Ciara’s group was done with climbing the 
tree, but she refused to go.  ‘I can’t do this Sir, I really can’t’.  
Initially no amount of coaxing worked.  But then, suddenly, 
there was a resolve in her look  – just the first two steps.  
Those first two steps become three,  
then four and it wasn’t long and she rang the bell at the top of 
the tree. 

And then we had Kgothatso.  ‘I can’t do this Sir, I really can’t’.   
A while later, with that same resolve in her eyes, there she was climbing the ladder again and then, to the 
cheers of all her mates, and a massive scream, she did jump and felt on top of the world when she finally 
climbed out of her harness, safely back on Mother Earth.

The majestic Cathkin Peak silhouetted against an evening thunderstorm is quite something to behold.   
But when you have a heavy rucksack on your back, you’re thirsty and exhausted from a long walk up some 
very steep slopes, you don’t always appreciate nature’s extravagant performance it is putting on for you.  
Many Form Fours described this hike as ‘the worst time of my life’, but I know they will talk about this 
experience for many years to come and, secretly, they are hugely proud of what they have accomplished.
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The ultimate test this term was the X-Berg Challenge.  The boys needed to 
complete 67km in just two days and the picture of Hansie Meyer on the road 
says it all.  
Mist, rain, slippery paths and getting lost was all part of the deal and Mr Carter, who ran the 
race with them, makes the following comment:  ‘The best moment of the entire race was when 
Amir, David and Enrique crossed the finish line utterly exhausted and when I asked them to go back 
and redo the final 4km to make sure Hansie didn’t finish alone, all three readily agreed to go back’.  

Form Four Boys step up to the Challenge
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Real, Authentic Challenge 
I’ve always been of the opinion that, as a school, we need to give our students 
opportunities to really test their limits.  
This often happens in the classroom – particularly in mathematics – and I must say I was delighted at the 
manner in which our pupils embraced the challenge of the South African Mathematics Olympiad.  Of the 
69 pupils who wrote the first round, 32 have progressed to the second round.  These are not easy questions 
and a real out-of-the-box thinking is required.  We did some intensive training and I am delighted with 
their achievements.  A typical question students would need to grapple with is the following:

A calculator is, of course, no use to you because it does not accept that many digits, and doing it by long 
division is boring.  Problems like these really require some clever thinking and a bit of grit.  This question 
only involves Grade 6 arithmetic and so you might want to try it!

The 24-digit number 111111111111111111111111 
is divided by 1111.  How many zeros are in the quotient?



Street Clean Up
I was delighted that over 30 of our students signed up and came to a street clean up last 
week.  
This can be a messy job and they were faced with picking up used condoms, broken bottles, decomposed 
food in plastic packets and the like.  While cleaning up in Violet Street, a car pulled up, the gentlemen 
rolled down his window, and said to us: ‘You’re wasting your time’, and drove on.

At the debrief after the morning’s work we chatted about this.  Were our efforts a waste of time?  Next 
week the mess will probably be there again, so perhaps we should rather have gone fishing!  It was an 
interesting discussion.  Just because there are millions of poor people, does that mean I shouldn’t help 
those individuals I come into contact with?  

I was pleased that the consensus was, that our efforts had not been in vain.  Every little bit does help.   
We also spoke about service delivery problems and little children growing up in desperately dirty 
townships where no one comes to fetch the overflowing rubbish bins.  The morning wasn’t only about 
serving the community around St Martin’s in a small way, but about coming to grips with a very real 
problem in our country and indeed our world.
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Continued on next page...

Snippets
Caring for Those Less Fortunate
The Harvest Festival assembly in the Prep School was 
 a wonderful example of a caring community.   

Non-perishable groceries were collected and handed to the 
Salvation Army to feed less advantaged communities over 
the winter season. 
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Snippets
Prep School Cricket Tour

Creepy Crawlies 

Easter Greetings

The Prep School First XI Cricket team went on tour 
to Kwa-Zulu Natal and showed their skills when they 
competed against the independent schools in the 
area.  The young lads achieved some solid victories.  
There were some great individual batting and bowling 
performances which certainly bodes well for the boys’ 
senior cricket careers.  The team celebrated Coach 
Gary May’s 25th year of accompanying the Prep 
School First XI on this tournament.  The boys thanked 
Mr May for his constant guidance and support on and 
off the field.

The Preppies enjoyed some great experiential and 
tactile learning in the classroom when the 
 “The Wild Ones” visited the school with reptiles.  

It remains for me to wish to a restful holiday with 
some quality time with your children.  May you  
have a blessed Easter as we celebrate the risen Christ.

Best wishes,
Thomas Hagspihl
Headmaster

...continued from previous page

Farewell
There have been a number of moving farewell functions 
for Malcolm Chalmers as he leaves us to take up his new 
and exciting position in the UK.  

It has been evident from various tributes, that Mr 
Chalmers has crept into many hearts here at St Martin’s 
School and he will be sorely missed.  The happy, loving 
and caring environment at the Prep and the palpable 
family atmosphere is something that he has worked hard 
at maintaining and indeed has grown over his seven 
years with us. 

 There are a number of things that set us apart as a school, but none as important and tangible 
as these.  I would like to thank Mr Chalmers for keeping his eye on this ball and also of 
reminding us what it means to authentically live out the Christian ethos at St Martin’s Prep.   
We wish him and his wife, Janet well as they begin their new life in a very different world.



Open Days - Please share with friends and colleagues

Where every child is known Where every child is known

4 East Road,  
The Hill, Johannesburg
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114 Victoria Road,  
Rosettenville, Johannesburg
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ST MARTIN’S
PREPARATORY

SCHOOL

ST MARTIN’S
HIGH

SCHOOL

OPEN
DAY

OPEN
DAY

Saturday 18 May 
08h00 to 11h00

Saturday 25 May 
08h00 to 11h00

St Martin’s will be showcasing it’s education excellence at the Preparatory School Open 
Day on Saturday 18 May and the High School Open Day on 25 May.  Please share this 
information with your non-St Martin’s friends and colleagues to come along to a day 
of sport, drama, art and academics on show.
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GET IN TOUCH
PRE AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Grades: 000 - 7     011 435 0380

Keep up to date with school activities and 
student life on our Facebook page

facebook.com/saintmartinsschool/

HIGH SCHOOL
Forms: 1 - 5     011 435 0735/6/7

SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR 2019

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

TERM 1 
Tuesday 15 January – Friday 12 April

TERM 2 
Tuesday 7 May – Wednesday 7 August

TERM 3 
Tuesday 10 September – Friday 6 December
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