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NEWSLETTER

Passing the Baton Conference

Ethical leadership was also on the agenda at this conference.  The speakers spoke about integrity and 
doing what is right in moments of challenge, human weakness and when the temptation is strongest to 
do what is popular and easy.  What the pupils heard was, however, not just theory.  Justice Edwin 
Cameron, who was also one of the panellists, spoke about how they had just found Public Protector 
Busisiwe Mkhwebane dishonest in the constitutional court.  If the Public Protector is dishonest, what hope 
do we have?

When speaking to the young people of today, one often hears that they feel helpless. What difference 
can I make?  Justice Cameron reminded them that Zackie Achmat, through starting the Treatment Action 
Campaign, forced President Mbeki’s hand in rolling out antiretroviral drugs – and not just beetroot and 
garlic.  Who doesn’t remember the laughing stock we were in the medical world in those years and how 
thousands of babies lost their lives so unnecessarily?  One man with a vision to help others and a bit of 
energy can make such a difference!

The quote that stuck out most for me was what Steve Biko once said:  The most potent weapon in the  
hand of the oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.  We may well have political freedom in our country today, 
but the oppressed are still with us – the poor, the homeless and the unemployed.  The question rings loud  
and clear:  What are we doing to fight for the economic freedom of all the citizens of our country?

This was a most challenging conference and all the delegates had much to think about when they  
went home.
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I was born in prison was how Franny Rabkin, associate editor of the Mail and Guardian, 
opened her application to clerk at the Constitutional Court.  
She was part of a panel discussion at the inaugural ‘Passing the Baton Conference’ which our pupils had 
the privilege of attending two weeks ago.  These were real people speaking, with real stories!

Former Constitutional Court judge, Justice Albie 
Sachs (pictured here with our pupils) told of how 
they buried struggle veteran Ruth First in Maputo 
and how they all wondered if they would occupy the 
next grave in that cemetery.  He was ‘lucky’.  After 
having his arm blown off by a car-bomb explosion, 
set off by the South African secret police in 
Mozambique, due to his opposition to apartheid, he 
fled to the United States.  His message to the youth 
was clear:  Be irreverent, demanding, idealistic and 
don’t just listen to the Old Guard – challenge them.



#putitinthebag!
Our One-by-One charity outreach group initiated a campaign this term to 
collect clothes for people in need.  
The idea was to not only collect old or unused clothes.  A request went out to pupils and staff to 
also put something in the bag that was meaningful or special to them, but that someone else 
would benefit from far more.  We all have those clothing items in our cupboard that have some 
happy memories attached to them, but we hardly ever wear them.  This was the opportunity 
to ‘PUT IT IN THE BAG’.  In an assembly, to introduce the campaign to the school, a few pupils 
got up and shared what they were putting in the bag and why.  Here are some of their stories:
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Letani Keyter: “I’m putting in the dress I went to 
my first Matric dance in.  I made a  lot of really great 
memories in it and it hurts to let it go because, let’s face 
it, who doesn’t like feeling pretty.  But that’s exactly 
why I’m giving it away.  Some girls never have the 
opportunity to get all dressed up and feel pretty because 
of the circumstances they grow up in.  And that’s just 
not fair.  It would be selfish of me to just let it collect 
dust in my cupboard and so I want to pass on the fairy 
godmother magic to someone else.  So, this is what I’m 
PUTTING IN THE BAG!” 

I was so proud of these kids! What an 
abundance mentality.  What a willingness to 
share!  Because we are made in the image of 
God, there is something deep down in each 
one of us that wants to give.  This PUT IT IN 
THE BAG campaign was certainly evidence of 
that and a mountain of clothes was collected. 

Sihle Ntombela: “I decided to put my orange Polo jersey into the bag.  It has value to me because 
my mom, whom I look up to and admire, gave it to me.  I would often wear it, to be just like her.  I 
have, however, decided to PUT IT IN THE BAG because someone else may well cherish it more than 
me and hopefully make good memories in it – just like I have.” 

Faith Chinji : “My dad doesn’t often buy me a Christmas gift and so I know what it feels like 
not to get presents.  This shirt is one of the few gifts my father has given me, but I want to pass it on 
to someone else who might be feeling like me, because they seldom, if ever, receive any gifts.  I’m 
PUTTING IT IN THE BAG so that they can receive a gift and get that feeling of Christmas.”



Have you ever wondered why the Americans spent millions and millions of dollars  
on their 1960’s project of putting a man on the moon?  
Surely that was just a waste of money?  The 16th of July this year commemorated the 50th anniversary of 
the moon landing of Apollo 11 way back in 1969.  What a day that was for science.  And it all started with 
a speech by John F Kennedy in September 1962 – you would have heard these words before:  “We choose 
to go to the moon in this decade, not because it is easy, but because it is hard, because that goal will serve to 
organize and measure the best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to 
accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win.” To this day we still benefit from 
the many advances made in technology from the research that went into this, seemingly rather daft, 
project.  Kennedy also made the profound statement, ‘The greater our knowledge increases, the greater 
our ignorance unfolds’, and we should, on occasion, remind ourselves of this reality.

To commemorate this day at St Martin’s our NASA graduate teacher Geraldine Naidoo organised a rocket 
launching day.  This was real ‘toys for boys’ (and of course girls) stuff, although the rockets that were 
launched, with the incredibly complex technology they had on board, were hardly toys.  The altimeter 
inside the rocket was able to measure the height the rocket reached correct to within 1 metre.  

Soon after reaching maximum altitude, a parachute was released, and I asked the gentleman, who was 
doing the launching, how the parachute knew when to pop out.  The answer stunned me.  There is a very 
finely tuned barometer on board, which senses minuscule differences in pressure.  As the rocket goes down, the 
pressure increases and immediately the parachute is released.  He also told me that the exhaust gases came 
out at over 1000oC!

Mrs Naidoo also organised some Wits University lecturers to explain various properties of flight with the 
apparatus they use in their laboratories at Wits.  Pictured is a demonstration of air pressure during super-
sonic flight and the sonic boom – I think……!  The high school teachers also did a number of experiments 
for the preppies in their lab – what a day of learning it was. 

Coffee was on sale, dance music was played between launches, 
the newly formed drummies squad did their first-ever 
performance and with the full moon rising in the clear sky on 
this cold winter’s day, everyone who attended agreed that this 
was an evening well spent.
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Rocket launch



This is me

Lee den Hond

The musical revue put on at St Martin’s this term had a profound message for our 
teenagers. So many of them struggle with self-acceptance and with just being comfortable in their own 
skin and with who they are.  

The words from The Greatest Showman make 
a strong statement: 

I am brave
I am bruised
I am who I’m meant to be
This is me!

Energetic dancing, colourful lights, beautiful 
costumes and some top class singing characterized 
this amazing evening of song and dance.  Leonard 
Cohen’s Hallelujah, All That Jazz from Chicago and 
Frank Sinatra’s Nice and Easy, brought the audience 
to their feet and everyone went home humming their 
favourite tune. 

It took just three weeks of rehearsals to produce this show and what I like about it, is the large number of 
pupils that were able to get on stage and perform for an audience – an experience they will never forget.  
Not everyone shines in the mathematics class, not everyone has the agility to play a good game of football.  
At St Martin’s we try to create as many opportunities as we can for pupils to shine and most are making 
use of these.

We have had some incredible speakers this year. 
Former President Motlanthe, Hector Pieterson’s sister Antoinette Sithole 
and more recently we had the adventurer, business woman and athlete Lee 
den Hond address the school in chapel.  In 2015 she was awarded South 
African Business Woman of the Year in the entrepreneurial category, 
she has completed six full Ironman endurance events and on the 19th of 
May 2013 she become the third South African woman to summit Mount 
Everest.  We sat riveted as she shared her experiences on Everest.  Her 
challenge to the school came with a question:  What legacy are you going to 
leave?  Although her business acumen, her sporting achievements and her 
conquest of Everest have brought her much fame, she insists that her real 
legacy is elsewhere.  

She is the founder of a children’s home, just off the Hartebeespoort 
Dam, which she has given the beautiful name, Field of Dreams.  All the 
sponsorship money she raises from her exploits and subsequent speaking 
engagements, goes to the children at the Field of Dreams.  Greatness does 

not come from our achievements, however daring and incredible they are.  Greatness, as Jesus reminds 
us, comes from ‘being the servant of all’.  It was wonderful to hear this message from a champion such 
as Lee den Hond.  I was humbled to have had the opportunity to meet such a fine defender of the poor and 
downtrodden.  From the profits at our Business Expo earlier this year, we purchased Lee’s book for all our 
senior pupils.  It’s a great read!
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Memorial service for Mr Welsh
On Friday, 19 July we held the memorial service of Mr James Welsh who was 
headmaster of St Martin’s School for 27 years. 

•  This tower of man has many admirable traits that we would all do well to emulate in our 
roles as Heads. He is possessed of unwavering integrity and defends the downtrodden and 
voiceless in his community with a passion and a fervour that is rarely seen.  If you ask Jim 
for guidance and advice he gives you measured and sound input that, if taken to heart, will 
transform your leadership approach for ever. Margot van Ryneveld – Sandhurst College

•  Jim is a man of great integrity whose compassion, loyalty and innate sense of justice 
epitomizes his conduct as a professional. He has been a mentor and friend who exemplifies 
the ideal of successful headship.  Dennis Maritz – St Katherine’s

•  Jim’s humanity and sense of humour always stood out for me. As a young head, he took time 
to chat and share his experience.  As time went on, he became a sounding board and he was 
always brilliant in terms of process and context.  One of the most impressive heads I have 
ever known. Tom Hamilton – CEO Royal Bafokeng Institute

•  Jim could always be relied on to stand up for what was right and fair regardless of the 
opposition. Denise Schimper – Bluebird 

•  A measured man who always stood up for what was right.  A huge influence in the Anglican 
community and at Masibambane College.  Patrick Lees – St John’s Preparatory School

•  Jim Welsh - a man fiercely proud of his school - a man of principle, prepared to talk truth to 
power.  David Arguile – St Anne’s Diocesan College

•  I was always struck by how passionate Jim was about his school.  He really put his all into  
St Martin’s.  His numerous report backs on SACE were extremely funny as he always delivered 
them with wit and a dry sense of humour.  Simon Weaver – Western Province Prep School

•  When Jim Welsh speaks, listen. When he is quiet, listen.  A man of immeasurable wisdom, 
brave action and exceptional loyalty to friends and colleagues.  Angus Paterson – St Mary’s 
DSG, Pretoria

Our grateful thanks go to everyone who so generously supported the family in so many ways.  
Jim Welsh will be missed and remembered by all.

 It was a moving service with people from every 
walk of life in attendance: old boys and old girls, 
past teachers, heads from other schools, governing 
council members, ISASA representatives and many 
others paying their respects and celebrating a life 
well lived.  Below are some of the messages from his 
colleagues at the South African Heads of Independent 
Schools Association when he retired 18 months ago 
and they are fitting tributes to the man he was:
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Science Projects

The St Martin’s family in action

Our Form One pupils were required to work with a 
partner to build an expo-type project showcasing 
energy: electrical, solar, wind or hydro-electric.  
The project had to be academically researched and appealing to 
the audience for whom they would be showcasing their work.   
I was blown away by what these 14-year-olds produced!

One student designed a ski resort which included a cable way.  
The resort is entirely powered by solar panels.  The solar panels 
convert light energy into electrical energy which is then used 
to power the motor that spins the pulleys of the cable way.  The 
red, yellow and black structures represent cabins for the guests, 
also powered by the solar panels.

I received a letter from the HOD Science the other day.   
Our lab assistant Mr Tshabalala had been injured quite seriously – he was stabbed in his hand and had 
to undergo lengthy surgery.  As soon as he arrived back from hospital, his first stop was the chemistry 
lab.  Although he had been told to take some time off to recuperate, he came in the next day to make sure 
everything was in place for the Matric practical due to be held the next day.  And then he arrived again to 
help with the prac exam – way beyond the call of duty!  Teachers at St Martin’s are hugely committed to 
their jobs.  Having noticed his commitment, the pupils promptly collected a whole lot of money for him as 
a sign of their appreciation.  And they were properly generous.  This is heart-warming stuff.

This project is a house that is powered using wind energy. 

The hair dryer acts as a source of wind.  The air blown spins the 
turbine which, of course, acts as a generator.  The mechanical 
energy is converted to electrical energy and between the wind 
turbine and the light bulb in the house there is a step-down 
transformer which reduces the voltage so that it is suitable to 
power up the light bulb. 

There is some really good physics here and I was again reminded 
how much independent learning takes place when cleverly 
designed projects are given to the pupils. 

Meanwhile the Grade 1’s had to design and build a 
paper jet.  

There was a competition to see whose jet would fly the 
furthest and stay in the air the longest.  Sure, a colourful 
design may look good, but if it doesn’t fly it’s of no use.  
Our pupils learn so much when they ‘play’ like this and 
many an aeronautical scientist would admit to tracing 
his interest in rockets or airplanes back to playing with 
paper jets as a kid. 
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I’ve always said that behind every great kid 
is someone with great expectations.    

The lines these Junior Primary children had 
to learn for this show were immense and they 
pulled it off with great aplomb.  I was stunned 
by the confidence and presence on stage the 

children demonstrated.  The script was clever, 
the costumes were colourful, the music added 

rhythm and the audience had a great night out.  
We all left with our spirits lifted still chuckling 
about some of the puns in the script and about 
the twist in the tale revealed in the final scene.
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Snippet
The St Martin’s Readathon 
The St Martin’s Readathon provided an opportunity for staff and students in the prep and high 
school to dress up as their favourite book character and bring along a book to read. Pupils and 
staff were able to find a quiet peaceful space during the day to catch up on a book of their choice.   

It’s been a long term – but, wow, what a successful one it has been. I always get excited when 
I reflect back on a term and I see real learning has happened – not only in the classroom, not 
only on stage, not only on the field, but there has been personal growth and one realizes that the 
hidden curriculum is alive and well.

“ Slow down and enjoy life. It’s not only the scenery you miss by going too fast—you also miss the sense 
of where you are going and why.” —Eddie Cantor

Thomas Hagspihl

Headmaster



GET IN TOUCH
PRE AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Grades: 000 - 7     011 435 0380

Keep up to date with school activities and 
student life on our Facebook page

facebook.com/saintmartinsschool/

HIGH SCHOOL
Forms: 1 - 5     011 435 0735/6/7

SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR 2019

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

TERM 1 
Tuesday 15 January – Friday 12 April

TERM 2 
Tuesday 7 May – Wednesday 7 August

TERM 3 
Tuesday 10 September – Friday 6 December
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