
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from the 
Headmistress 
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Michaelmas Term – 13 September 2019 

 

 
 

 

At the SAHISA Heads Conference from which I have just returned the importance of reading was 

highlighted. Setlogane Manchidi, Head of CSI at Investec, told us the story of his life. What an uplifting 

story! The son of a domestic worker who attended a school that had no classroom windows, 

explained how he read anything he could get his hands on. I drove home wondering what more we 

could do at school to get our children to develop a love for reading. 

Reading is the cornerstone for all learning. Pupils who are not proficient readers by Grade 3 will 

experience difficulty in other subject areas as they enter Grade 4. 

Reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child does well at school rather than their 

social or economic background.  

As the educator and author Todd Christian observed, “It’s not a coincidence that the students who 

excel academically are the same kids who seem to constantly have a novel as they walk from class 

to class. In my years of teaching, I cannot recall issuing a failing grade to one of those book lovers.” 

Besides the class readers that are explored in depth, we also finish off each week with a reading 

period in Grade 4 to 7. The pupils do Reading Laboratories in this period. The Grade 1 to 3 pupils 

visit our library each week to choose a book and they take home a reader each day to read to their 

parents. The Pre-Prep listen to stories every day and take home a book from the library every week. 

The fantastic ‘Hooked on Books’ team visits each year to promote books and the children cannot 

wait to buy the books that have been promoted. The book store sets up shop in our hall twice a year 

and of course we have our Readathon. Yet, I still feel we can do more.  

 

 

 

 



 

                           

 

 

 

Our School Library – Books waiting to be read! 

You, as parents, are the most important educators in your child’s life!  We need you 

to assist us in promoting reading. 

 Opening the library bags that come home and reading the books to and with your 

child 

 Allowing your child to read books of their choice, boys often prefer nonfiction books 

 Snuggling up and reading together 

 Asking questions, discussing and debating about a book 

 Encouraging children to re-read books, it helps build confidence and fluency 

 Promoting rhyme and repetition books for young children who find reading a 

challenge 

 Reminding yourself that reading is not age restricted, in order to be a lifelong learner 

you need to model reading 

 Encouraging the habit of bedtime reading  

 

 

Our school library  

We have an adult section, parents are 

welcome to visit directly after school and 

borrow a book. 

Books waiting to be read! 



 

  

 

 

The Week Ahead 

 

30 – 6 October 2019 

Monday 

New Co-Curricular to start 

Tuesday 

08h00 Grade 4 to 7 CATS 
14h00 Bracken Tennis League (Double 
session) 
Wednesday 
14h00 Final athletics meeting at Sacred Heart 
18h00 Art exhibition opening (Cheese and 
Wine) 
Thursday 
08h00 Art exhibition opening 
Friday 

08h00 Art exhibition viewing (until 18h00) 

08h00 Grade 7 English CAT 

Saturday 

08h00 Staff maths training 

 

Change in Co-Curricular  

Athletics and hockey has come to an end, and 

we move into the cricket and swimming 

seasons.  Tennis will remain as is. A new co-

curricular timetable will be sent out next week.  

The new timetable will start on Monday 30 

September. 

 

 
 

Choir Tour 

Every two years the St Martin’s choir tours to 

KwaZulu-Natal. On tour the choir performs at a 

few Retirement Homes in the Midlands, and 

then on to Durban for lots of fun! 

The Retirement Homes were so appreciative of 

our children sharing their musical talents with 

them. They also commended them on their 

disciplined behaviour. 

In Durban, visits to uShaka and the beach were 

the order of the day. We sang at a church 

service on Sunday morning, followed by a 

harbour trip. Sunday evening involved dinner 

where the children were given a budget to feed 

themselves – a very interesting exercise. 

 

 

 

Heritage Day 

On Friday the 20 September, the Pre-Preparatory children celebrated Heritage Day. Pupils came to 

school representing a range of different cultures. We had a variety of beautiful outfits: Zulu, Sotho, 

Portuguese, Chinese, Nigerian, Indian as well as many avid “Bok” supporters to coincide with the 

opening of the World Cup. 

Besides the outfits, we all enjoyed delectable foods ranging from delicious pasteis de nata and 

rissois, pap, samp and wors, milktarts, koeksisters and creamy vermicelli pudding, chevron, soji, 

vokra, and of course biltong. Great fun was had by all. It was a typical South African day of sharing an 

abundant amount of food. 

 

 

 


