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Alumni Dinner and 50-Year Reunion

Members of the class of 1969 
gathered for their 50 year reunion 

at alumni day

To his surprise, he sees a large picture of himself in the paper, 
competing in an athletics event for the club he was training with.    
Why, he wonders, would this be newsworthy? Although he was swift 
on the track, he hadn’t broken any records at the event. Well, it had to 
do with the fact that he was of Chinese origin competing against white 
children. How bizarre! But that is the society many of us grew up in. This 
was just one of the stories that was shared at a recent alumni dinner we 
had at the school.  Another of the old boys told of how, while sitting in 
the Afrikaans class, there was a knock on the door, two police officers 
walked in, handcuffed their teacher and walked out again.  

We read about these things in books, but hearing it from someone who 
actually witnessed it, is quite something else. In the early years of St 
Martin’s, a number of teachers had political views that stood in stark 
contrast to those of the Apartheid government. This Afrikaans teacher 
experienced the brutal reality of a regime that did not espouse the 
freedom of speech.

But most of the stories that are spoken about at these alumni dinners have little do with fantastic 
geography lessons or the amazing science experiments they did at school. The stories, almost always, 
have to do with the naughty things they got up to in the boarding house, or on tours, or behind the tennis 
courts.  And often the stories are about legendary teachers and the impact these teachers and the school 
had on their lives.  It was a wonderful evening, and our efforts to build up our alumni network and to have 
regular contact with past pupils is beginning to pay healthy dividends.
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The year is 1970.  A St Martin’s old boy, Leslie Pon, is travelling home on the train from 
Wits University where he is studying architecture.  He looks over the shoulder of an elderly 
gentlemen reading the Afrikaans daily newspaper Beeld.  
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Fast forward from 1970 to Heritage Day 2019.      

What a different society we now have the privilege of 
living in!  A small committee of pupils and staff worked 

hard at planning an event to mark Heritage Day this year.  The 
diverse cultures we have at St Martin’s were given an opportunity 

to showcase their particular culture.  We experienced Indian and 
Gumboot dancing, sokkie-sokkie and a colourful display 

of various traditional forms of dress, ending off with 
the singing of the national anthem in support of the 

Springbok’s first game in Japan.  It all made for 
a real celebration of heritage and of the different 

cultures we have in our country.  It struck me, 
again, how comfortably the teenagers of different 

races, cultures and religions get on with each other at St 
Martin’s.  There is respect and appreciation.  It has been said 

that children are colour blind.  I believe it needs to go further than 
that.  We should see difference and celebrate this difference.   

As we know, this can bring with it some challenges,  
but we have a richness of diversity in South Africa  

that few other countries  
are blessed with.

Heritage Day



The Children of Willesden Lane
Fourteen-year-old Lisa Jura was a musical 
prodigy who hoped to become a concert pianist.  
But when Hitler’s armies advanced on pre-war Vienna, 
Lisa’s parents were forced to make a difficult decision. 
Able to secure passage for only one of their three daughters 
through the Kindertransport out of Austria, they chose 
to send gifted Lisa to London for safety. Lisa survived the 
war, and her dream of becoming a concert pianist became 
a reality at The Royal Academy of Music in London. Lisa’s 
story was written by her daughter, Mona Golobek, in a 
book called The Children of Willesden Lane. It is a memoir 
of courage, survival and the power of music to uplift the 
human spirit.  

Our Form One and Two pupils had the privilege of listening 
to an astounding presentation by Mona Golobek at the 
Linder Auditorium at the end of last term, in which she 
told her mother’s story.  Mona Golobek, like her mother, 
also became a concert pianist and, intertwined with her 
mother’s story, she played for us some of the very pieces 
her mother had played all those years ago.  Bach’s Fugue in 
D Minor was, for example, one of the pieces her mother was 
asked to perform to get into The Royal Academy of Music, 

as was Beethoven’s Piano Sonata in C Minor, and here we 
were, listening to those same pieces 70 years later.  The 
Linder was packed and every one of those teens sat on the 
edge of their seats in what was, for me, one of the best 
narrations I have ever heard.  A copy of the book was given 
to each of our pupils, a book they will cherish and almost 
certainly read again in years to come.
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Hilton Arts Festival
This is the 20th year St Martin’s has attended the Hilton Arts festival down in 
KZN.  One of our drama teachers, Mr Singh, writes:  
The content of the shows this year provoked deep thought and reflection around some really serious 
issues in a very confronting way. Our pupils tackled these issues head on, issues ranging from the 
land question to racism in its many forms, toxic masculinity in schools and the evolving nature of 
identity in South Africa.  We saw a varying selection of South Africa’s foremost current performers. 
The highlight for us was Kafka’s Ape, which resonated deeply with the students who earlier this year 
performed Metamorphosis, a gripping piece about the identity of an evolving man.  So apt for the 
current moment in the country.  It is clear that St Martin’s pupils absorb, digest and reflect on what 
they have seen, leading to wide-ranging opinions.  I am always so proud to see them sharing freely 
and listening to the opinions of others after the festival.  Even though the conversations were difficult, 
our kids engaged meaningfully and reflected deeply.

The variety of events our pupils are privileged to experience in their years at school makes their 
education at St Martin’s rich and profound.
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As a physics graduate there has always been one thing that 
fascinates me about high jump:  how are athletes able to jump 
higher than they are tall?  
Although athletics is not a major sport at our school, this event is always a lot 
of fun with the St Martin’s gees shining through strongly.  The commitment 
on the faces of the competing athletes, the joy of doing well in an event – or 
with having to deal with the disappointment of coming second – are always a 
reminder of how important this kind of day is in our calendar.  Country-wide, 
schools are facing the challenge of pupils not wanting to do sport.  They much 
prefer letting their fingers run along the keyboard of their phone, than their 
legs down a track or field.  But this is a challenge we will relentlessly pursue. 

 Now, more than ever, our teenagers need to be actively involved in some kind of physical exercise 
and preferably a team sport.  For this to be successful, I need the full support of all parents.  My dog 
ate the worksheet, sounds like a funny excuse for not doing homework, but I can assure you that 
our pupils come up with equally interesting explanations for not arriving at sports practices.  I often 
need to remind the pupils that sport at St Martin’s is not optional.  It is as important as the Afrikaans 
homework!
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Inter-house Athletics

A Look into the Future
Bill Gates recently said; “There will be more change  
in the next 15 years, than there has been in the last  
50 years.”   
Fifty years ago we didn’t have desktop computers, cell phones, 
fax machines, GPS, the internet, Facebook.  How did we even 
live??  Fifteen years from now is when our Grade 000s leave 
school and it will be a vastly different world from the one we are 
living in right now.  What exactly this world will look like no one 
can say for certain, but the evening with Graeme Codrington, 
internationally recognized futurist, and expert in the future of 
the workplace was everything we had hoped it would be. It was 
clear from his presentation why Graeme is asked to speak to 
organizations across the world. 
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Succinct, humorous and full of real-life examples, his talk gave us an inkling of what is to come in 
the world of work in the next 15 years.  The buzz word in business at the moment is VUCA – Volatile, 
Uncertain, Complex and Ambiguous, and that is not going to change anytime soon.  In our modern world, 
more and more, people are looking for meaning in what they do all day, every day.  It’s no longer only 
about earning a salary and enjoying what you do.  Graeme spoke about Ikigai, which is a Japanese concept 
meaning a reason for being.  I share with you the visual which is self-explanatory and very insightful.

One little anecdote that Graeme shared caught everyone’s 
attention – partly because it is so radical, but also because, 
ethically, it just seems so wrong.  There is a website www.
upwork.com  that people from across the world use to outsource 
work to freelancers.  Anything from web development, data 
analytics and admin support to engineering, architecture and 
writing can be outsourced to a host of these freelancers.  If, 
for example, you need a document translated from English to 
Japanese because you want to get into that market, you put out 
the work on this website and people bid for it.  A price is decided 
upon and you could have your document translated the next 
day.  People in Japan work while we sleep and so if you send out 
your job just before you leave the office in the evening, it will be 
ready and waiting for you at 07h30 the next day.  

Much like Uber or Airbnb, both the employer and employee are rated.  How fantastic is that!  Now here 
is Graeme’s story.  His daughter went on to the www.upwork.com site and outsourced her science project.  
A master’s student at a university in the US accepted the job, did the project as requested, was paid and 
Graeme’s daughter got the prize for the best science project at prize giving.  All sources were referenced in 
the bibliography and so she couldn’t be accused of plagiarism.  As you can imagine, this brings up all kinds 
of questions, both for us as teachers in terms of the kind of project we set, and on an ethical level in terms 
of what should be allowed and what not.  Graeme’s daughter also regularly, for a small fee, outsourced her 
calculus homework and was surprised when she failed the next test.  Our world, and with it the world of 
education, is going to change dramatically in the next few years.  I’m excited!

Announcement of Prefects for 2020 
Announcing prefects is always a day of 
celebrations for some and a day of deep 
disappointment for others.  
This is yet another example of the hidden curriculum 
at school.  How to deal with success and how to deal 
with disappointments.  I remember, distinctly, the day 
in 1979 when prefects were announced at Krugersdorp 
High School and I wasn’t one of them.  My little world 
collapsed because I was so hoping to be a prefect.  Forty 
years later – and hindsight is always a perfect science – 
it made little or no difference to how my life panned out.  

But I wasn’t ready to hear that back then.  This is where parents can play such a wonderful role in 
helping their children grapple with the real issues of teenage life.  And they are massive at the time.  
Winning a football game by seven goals, scoring 98% for a mathematics exam, getting the Victrix 
Ludorum prize at a gala also needs careful intervention by parents, lest pride sets in or a feeling of 
superiority.  Parenting teens is certainly not always easy, but oh so necessary.
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Principal’ Installation

Violence Against Woman

Earlier this term, Michelle Myburgh was officially installed as the Principal  
of the Prep School. 
The installation was conducted at a special Eucharist celebrated by staff, students and friends.  
Ms Myburgh has a long association with St Martin’s School, as an alumni, a teacher, Head of Department 
and appointed Principal to replace Malcolm Chalmers who resigned earlier this year.

A Eucharist on 19 September was the culmination 
of various activities that took place in which St 
Martin’s took a stand against all forms of violence 
against women.  
An assembly focused on the topic of femicide and violence 
in general and the matric girls handed out purple ribbons to 
students and staff to take a stand against these social injustices 
in our country.

The sermon given by visiting Reverend Fernandis was a 
challenging message about how Jesus’ revolutionary teaching taught love and respect for all women. 
The male students and staff stood in God’s presence and read a pledge to reject patriarchy and denounce 
gender-based violence. The full pledge may be read on the school website: www.stmartin.co.za/news/ .

St Martin’s message to the community is to take a stand against all forms of violence, but more 
importantly, to instil a culture in our homes and communities of love and respect for all women and girls. 
Violence begins with, and is perpetuated by, many daily acts including: casual derogatory comments and 
“jokes”; petty and unnecessary squabbling; inciting violence and hatred on social media; engaging in hate 
speech; watching violent movies and allowing ourselves to become desensitized to violence. 

As a country we can no longer just sit back, watch it all happen and do nothing.
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Snippets
Matrics’ Last Week

Bok Fridays

The last week of Matric is traditionally a very tricky time 
in schools.   At St Martin’s we negotiate with our Matrics 
what will happen in their last week and, like in previous 
years, we again came up with a week of fun and celebration 
littered with plenty of academic endeavour.  The final Matric 
chapel service is a very special one.  Father Thabo gifted 
each of the Matrics with a beautiful clock and his message 
was powerful: ‘Time and Tide wait for no man’.  The Matrics 
then processed out to the singing of ‘Shine Jesus shine’ and 
I can assure you, with the organ booming and the students 
singing with everything they had, we lifted the roof.  

 It was inspirational and the glee and elation, having finally finished school, on the Matrics’ 
faces was something to behold!

St Martin’s students and staff have been supporting the “Bok 
Fridays” initiative each week by wearing Springbok rugby supporter 
shirts to school.   The school joined in the national media campaign 
in support of the “Bokke” in Japan.  The school shows support for 
national teams participating in a world cup event, especially if it is  
a sport played at St Martin’s. 

Matric Drama Practical
Some of the staff and students had the opportunity to watch the the Matric drama practical 
monologues. All of our Matrics were awarded distinctions for the drama practical assessment.  
Quite an achievement!



GET IN TOUCH
PRE AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Grades: 000 - 7     011 435 0380

Keep up to date with school activities and 
student life on our Facebook page

facebook.com/saintmartinsschool/

HIGH SCHOOL
Forms: 1 - 5     011 435 0735/6/7

SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR 2019

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

TERM 1 
Tuesday 15 January – Friday 12 April

TERM 2 
Tuesday 7 May – Wednesday 7 August

TERM 3 
Tuesday 10 September – Tuesday 3 December
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