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White South Africans who challenged the apartheid government in the 1960s, at the 
risk of everything most precious to them, were very few.  
The number of white dissenters whose first language was Afrikaans – the language of the regime that had 
institutionalised racism in every nook and cranny of social and personal life – was even less.  A certain 
Marius Schoon was one of that tiny handful.  He loathed the ideology of racism but loved the richness of 
the Afrikaans language, especially its poetry.  Marius Schoon was an Afrikaans teacher at St Martin’s in 
the early 1960s.

In 1964, he was part of a group that planted a bomb in the Hillbrow police station.  He was caught 
and jailed for 12 years.  During this time, his wife Diana tragically committed suicide.  Marius was not 
permitted to attend the funeral and was only allowed to see his daughter twice a year – for an hour.  On his 
release in 1976, he plunged himself into the work of the Human Rights Committee, mobilising people and 
public opinion around human rights issues.  It was here that he met Jeannette Curtis.  Both were banned 
and unable to communicate lawfully, so they were married in a secret ceremony in 1977 by the also 
banned Afrikaner theologian Beyers Naude, hours before they crossed, illegally, into Botswana.  Being a 
priority target and thus in danger of the South African Security Police, they later moved to Angola.

On 28 June 1984, a parcel was delivered to the Schoon residence in Angola.  Secret police agent Craig 
Williamson had sent the parcel which was meant for Schoon but he was not home at the time.  Jeanette 
opened the parcel and a bomb exploded in her face, killing both her and their six-year-old daughter, 
Katryn.  Their two-year-old son, Fritz, was found wandering around outside the flat.  He was unharmed, 
but spent years recovering from this terrible ordeal.

Marius Schoon then relocated to Ireland where he quickly made new friends and, despite his enormous 
loss, became involved in the Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement – again!  He not only raised consciousness 
about apartheid, but also sought funding for the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College in Tanzania to 
which he later moved – the school we aim to visit with some of our pupils later this year.  

Now here’s the twist in the tale.  Living at this campus 
in Tanzania, Marius Schoon took in and fostered a 
young boy, Tlholo Mohlathe, whose father had been 
called to an ANC mission in Spain.  Two weeks ago, 
this same Tlholo Mohlathe, in his capacity as the CEO 
of Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College Trust sat in 
my office, in the very school that his ‘father’, Marius 
Schoon, had been a teacher at.  Tlholo, holding their 
family dog, is pictured here next to Marius, with 
Fritz on the left.  What a remarkable story!  The trip 
to Tanzania to visit the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom 
College promises to be memorable.
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What will 2020 bring?
The news headlines of the first 
month or so of our new decade 
reveal a rather bleak scenario.  
The threat of a global virus emanating 
from China; out of control bush fires 
ravaging Australia followed by a dust 
storm bigger than Britain; massive 
locust swarms in Kenya and Sudan; 
tensions in the Middle-East; tales of 
international hacking; the disruption of 
the SONA and the theatre of Trump vs 
Thunberg on the Davos 2020 stage with 
the global future at stake.  And then, of 
course, the filler stories of murder, rape, 
theft and corruption.  It makes for grim 
reading and viewing. 

In response to this, and to the above cartoon 
I had seen on Facebook during the holidays, I 
planted some petunias in a flower pot as the 
message in our opening assembly this year 
and the question to us all was:  SO WHAT WILL 
YOU PLANT THIS YEAR?  Kindness, mercy and 
a generosity of spirit?  Or are we going to plant 
negativity, discord, laziness and the like?  Pretty 
flowers give us so much joy and they brighten 
up our lives.  Let’s plant flowers.  Let’s not listen 
to the doomsayers.  Let’s plant flowers.  It’s so 
easy to criticize the government: SAA, ESKOM, 
SANRAL, PRASA – and in many cases justifiably 
so.  But let’s plant flowers.  Let’s be ‘pedlars of 
hope’.  As Keith Coates points out:  Hope is not the 
blind belief that ‘things will turn out OK’, nor is it an 
anaesthetic to reality.  Hope is not blind optimism 
nor is it wishful thinking.  Hope is an action. Hope is 
taking responsibility for the reality in which one finds 
oneself. 

President Barack Obama in his book The Audacity of Hope wrote, ‘Hope is that thing inside us that insists, 
despite all evidence to the contrary, that something better awaits us if we have the courage to reach for it, and to 
work for it, and to fight for it’. 

This flower pot, full of blooming petunias, is doing its rounds through our campus, standing in different 
places for a few days at a time, to remind us of this message.  Let’s plant flowers.  Let’s plant flowers!



The St Martin’s rites of passage, as our pupils’ journey through the school from Grade 
One to Matric, are now in place.  
In 1909, the French anthropologist, Arnold van Gennep, in his work Les rites de passage describes these 
rites of passage as being milestones celebrated by ceremonies or rituals, which occur when an individual 
leaves one group of a society to enter another.  These rites exist in all historically known societies, go 
back to very early times, and could have cultural or religious significance.  Van Gennep saw such rites as 
a means by which individuals are eased, without social disruption, through the difficulties of transition 
from one social role to another.  The literature on these rites of passage makes for very interesting 
reading.  At St Martin’s we have put the following rites in place:

In Grade One we have the blazer ceremony.  With 
their parents, teachers and the rest of the Prep 

School in attendance they walk up onto the stage with 
their new blazer over their arms.  The Prep Prefects help 
them put on their blazer for the first time and they are 
then, with a firm handshake, welcomed into The Prep 
School by the principal of the Prep and the headmaster.  
Photos, which are then laminated and sent home, are 
taken with parents after the ceremony and it is really 
quite a grand affair.
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Rites of passage

1

At the advent of their senior primary years in Grade Four, they get to ring the bell at the entrance 
of the Prep signifying the entry to this phase.  They ring this same bell when they leave the Prep 

on the last day of their Grade 7 year.

In addition to ringing the bell, the end of 
the Prep School career is also celebrated 

by the official walk from the Prep to the High 
School.  Accompanied by the headmaster, 
principal and a number of teachers and prefects 
from the High School, one of whom carries  
a cross, we walk the 2km from the Prep to 
the valedictory service in our High School 
chapel, which is followed by a cocktail party to 
celebrate all that was good about the Prep and 
to look forward to everything that awaits them 
in their teens. 

To celebrate their entry into Form One we 
have the Key Ceremony during which each 

pupil is given an uncut key, rich with symbolism 
about having to make decisions on how to cut this 
key.

All these ceremonies have been moving and often quite emotional – particularly for the parents – and 
they add something special to what we do at our school.
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Non-Creative Behaviour is Learnt
In the late 1960s, general systems scientist and author George Land conducted a really 
interesting research study to test the creativity of young children. What makes this study so interesting 
is that the test he used was the same creativity test he had previously devised for NASA to help them 
select innovative engineers and scientists.  He tested and saved the results of 1600 five-year-olds – a 
significant sample.  He then re-tested the same children at ten years of age,  
and again at 15 years of age.  The results were astounding.

Test results amongst 5 year olds: 98%
Test results amongst 10 year olds: 30%
Test results amongst 15 year olds: 12%
He then tested 280 000 adults with the same test.  The result: 2%!  What? 2%?

What we have concluded, wrote Land, is that non-creative behaviour is learned.  Quite frightening.  I 
recently visited the Grade Seven science class.  The task they were busy with involved creating a NEW 
living organism by adapting any animals they knew in terms of the feeding, defence, attracting a mate, 
protecting offspring and mobility.  What a fascinating task!  After the organism’s creation it would be 
given a mystery environment to see how it would cope.  I thought about what my NEW animal would 
like and realized that it’s not so easy to create something entirely original.  It’s activities like these that 
give our pupils the opportunity to stretch their imagination and let their creative juices flow.  And oh, 
how we need to keep this creativity alive.

Manners Maketh the Man (and Woman)
I recently received a message from the Headmaster of Steyn City School.   
It read as follows:   

Dear Mr Hagspihl.  I met three extraordinary St Martin’s students at the Grayston schools’ expo.  
You should be very, very proud of them.  Charming, articulate, proud of their school, humble, 
delightful.  Made me totally nostalgic.  May I teach English in your Prep School? 

The pupils he was referring to were helping at a schools expo as part of our marketing 
team.  What lovely words to hear!  In the same week, I received a message from our HOD 
Mathematics, who is the IEB examiner and convenor of the Mathematical Literacy conference 
for schools across the country this year.  She had also used some of our pupils to assist her and 
I received a glowing report:

I teach amazing kids!  On Saturday twelve of our Form Four students welcomed and assisted 242 
Mathematical Literacy teachers at the National IEB Conference.  Not one, or two, but almost every 
single one of the delegates at the conference were in awe of, and commented on, our students’ 
smiles, manners, tidy uniforms, confidence and “amazingness”!  And they were amazing!  I am 
reminded that every time I take the Form Five students on Maths Camp to Konka Camps near 
Rustenberg, the facilitators at the camp argue with, or bribe each other in an effort to work with 
our students for the weekend, and they always compliment our students’ behaviour, attitude, and 
manners.  I teach amazing students!  How lucky I am!

The adjectives used in both messages to describe so many of our pupils, reminded me that 
attitude, manners and good behaviour must remain high on the agenda of any good school.  



Annual Inter-House Swimming Gala
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A Matric girl asks to share a very personal testimony with the rest of the school in a 
pupil led assembly this week.  It’s about a journey of perseverance.  Her journey of 
perseverance. Some weeks ago the head girl had asked her to participate in the inter-house swimming 
gala.  She agreed.  There was just one problem – she couldn’t swim!  Not wanting to let her house down she 
asked the head girl to teach her how to swim.  At sparrow every day, she was in the pool learning how to 
swim while the Midmar trainees were doing their laps.  The day of the gala arrived.  She was nervous.  Very 
nervous.  But she jumped in, and to the rousing applause of the school, she swam her race.  What a victory!  

As she shares her story in assembly, standing quietly beside her, is the head girl supporting her.  Not only 
was she there for her in the pool, but also now, as she is nervously sharing this very personal story in front 
of a chapel filled with pupils.  This is why we teach.  This is what makes everything worth it.

Brightly coloured outfits, a staff vs pupils race and the much anticipated kicker-board sprints make the St 
Martin’s swimming gala quite unique.  I’m always amazed at how seriously the cheerleaders take their job 
and the noise levels for the morning attest to their commitment and effectiveness.  This is a fun day in the 
sun and is enjoyed by all, culminating in the Matrics, as a group, jumping into the pool – some of them 
clothes and all.
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Snippets
isiZulu Public Speaking Competition
This was the first time our school entered this competition and so we had no idea what 
awaited us.  The efforts in preparing our pupils were rewarded and we took first place in all 
three categories: reading, prepared speech and poetry.  It is always gratifying to see that we can 
compete against the best schools in Johannesburg and come out on top. 

Alumni Event
Pictured is the alumni group that recently came for their 30 years-out-of-school-reunion.  
They came from afar as Deutschland and Australia.  It was a lovely evening of reminiscing, 
seeing old friends for the first time in 30 years and lots of stories, many of which, I think, have 
gained quite a bit of mileage over the years.  But, although the visits to the headmaster’s office 
were frequent for many, the love for their schooldays at St Martin’s was unanimous and many 
would attribute their success to what they learnt in the classrooms here on this campus.



SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR 2020SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR 2020
TERM 1 

Tuesday 14 January – Thursday 9 April

TERM 2 
Tuesday 5 May – Friday 31 July

TERM 3 
Tuesday 1 September – Friday 4 December

GET IN TOUCH
PRE AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Grades: 000 - 7     011 435 0380

Keep up to date with school activities and 
student life on our social media pages

saintmartinsschool Stmartins_school The St Martin

HIGH SCHOOL
Forms: 1 - 5     011 435 0735/6/7
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