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His working life began at the age of 12. Due to financial difficulties in his family, he worked as 
a caddy at the Johannesburg Golf Course after school.  After obtaining his Matric in 1946 he 
worked in several industries and factories where he experienced, first-hand, the scourge of 
worker exploitation.  He never chose the easy path in life and from his early days in the struggle 
for an equitable South Africa, until well into democracy, his was a quiet voice of courage and 
principle.  You may remember that in 2016, Andrew Mlangeni, as chair of the ANC’s Integrity 
Committee, called president Jacob Zuma to a meeting and said to him: ‘We are appealing to you, 
Comrade, to step down.’

The education effort I have observed from our St Martin’s teachers in the last six-or-so weeks has been 
something quite extraordinary.  It has been a massive effort, teeming with creativity, determination, 
commitment and kindness.  The e-learning curve seems to have flattened slightly for both teachers and 
pupils and I have been immensely proud of the scholarly pursuit that has occurred in this difficult time 
– comparable with the best in the country.  I have seen many of the younger teachers, themselves with 
school going children and households to run, leading the way with the new technologies.  I have seen the 
incredible bravery of older teachers, way out of their comfort zones, throw themselves fully into this new 
digital learning medium – for the sake of the children, and because this is what needed to be done.  And 
so, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the St Martin’s teachers for their total dedication – this 
is what sets us apart as a school

But I would also like to voice my appreciation to you as parents, for the role you have played at home, in 
the background, to make sure that your children get the best education possible.  Your efforts and, in some 
cases, real frustrations have not gone unnoticed.  I salute you!

Our Matrics will be returning to school on Monday, 24 August to prepare for the Prelim examinations 
and the rest of the school will start their Michaelmas Term on Monday, 31 August.  I wish you all a restful 
holiday.  Stay safe.

Best wishes  
Thomas Hagspihl - Headmaster

Andrew Mlangeni, who died last week, aged 95, was part of 
the group of eight men, which included Nelson Mandela, 
who were sentenced to life imprisonment in the Rivonia 
trial of 1964 for attempting to overthrow the South African 
government.  He served more than 25 years, much of it on 
the notorious Robben Island, before being released in 1989.  
He is an old boy of St Peter’s and matriculated in 1946.   
To think that he walked the corridors we still walk today, he 
prayed in the very chapel we continue to pray in and wrote 
tests at the same desks our pupils still sit at, gives one  
a special sense of the history of this school.


