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‘There are decades where nothing happens; and then there are weeks where decades happen’. One would think 
the famous Vladimir Lenin was a schoolteacher in 2020! On Sunday, 15 March President Cyril Ramaphosa 
announced the closure of schools due to the Covid-19 pandemic. We had exactly one day to move to online 
learning – and the teachers did it.  And they did it properly! In those first few weeks, decades happened, 
and I am incredibly proud of what they achieved. It was lovely to receive the following letters from two 
grateful parents. Their sentiments describe the essence of what happens on our campuses. It’s about much 
more than mere activity in the classroom, on stage or on the field. Important as these are, it’s also about 
belonging, about being happy and about growing into fine human beings. The first letter is from a Prep 
Mum and the second from a Matric girl’s parents as she leaves our school to venture into her new world.

It’s Friday afternoon. The pupils have left for their 
December holiday. So have the staff. I’m on the veranda 
of my office writing report comments. The chaos and 
frenzied end-of-year activities have died down and 
I’m soaking in the peace and quiet. It’s one of those 
spectacular Highveld afternoons and all I can hear is the 
forlorn call of the Diederik cuckoo. It’s rather strange 
to hear a cuckoo’s call in the suburbs. But, then again, 
everything about this year has been strange.  

I just wanted to thank you and your 
staff on how well you've handled this 
tumultuous school year amidst the 
covid-19 pandemic. No doubt it has affected 
school operations and the school year 
immensely, but you have come through 
with flying colours.
I am ever so grateful for St Martins and 
the way the school community cares so 
much for, and about, our children. Our 
children are both so happy and secure. 
I also want to thank you for making the 
transitioning back to class so seamless, 
as well as jumping quickly onto blended 
learning models during the previous 
lockdown levels to keep classes going.
Thank you and congratulations on a 
wonderful and triumphant effort!

Dear Mr Hagspihl and the Staff of St Martin’s School,
Words cannot express our gratitude adequately for what you have done for 
our daughter in her five years at the school. This is however a note to try 
to say thank you.  
She benefitted from the dedication of the academic staff and became a 
youngster who thinks deeply about the issues that life brings. Thank you 
for nurturing her spirit and helping her to care about humanity, the earth 
and all its people. Thank you for giving her the opportunity in a safe space 
to test her wings and try to be a leader who cares about the downtrodden 
and marginalized. Thank you for answering her many questions and 
helping her to find her passions and inner voice. Thank you for all the 
difficult debates and discussions that she could have with you. Thank 
you for caring about her future and challenging her to excel. We will be 
forever grateful to St Martin’s for helping her on her way to adulthood.



www.stmartin.co.za

Snippets
With so many things having to be cancelled due to Covid-19, there is far less to report 
on in my newsletter.    
Looking back, I am, however, reminded that a great deal has in fact happened at St Martin’s this term.  
The sportsmen and women were certainly not idle and although we were not permitted to play any formal 
games, the practices in the various disciplines were regular, vigorous and everyone that ventured out onto 
the fields and courts got some pucca exercise.  The mountain biking which Mr May initiated at the Prep 
was a great hit and will continue next year – Covid or not Covid!

Our annual Personalized Learning Programme in Form One was, again, a wonderfully successful 
learning experience for the students.  In this programme they get to choose what they want to learn about 
and the passion, creativity and time that went into their work was evident for all to see.  Watching their 
presentations got me thinking.  Why does our formal schooling system in South Africa force everyone 
through the same sausage machine called ‘Matric’?  Why don’t we allow our pupils to study what they 
are keen on more often?  You can bet your bottom dollar that the energy in the classroom would be 
exponentially greater – but that is a discussion for another day.

The security and cleaning staff at St Martin’s are outsourced and have again done a sterling job this year.  
The extra sanitizing and cleaning between lessons and after school to comply with required protocols 
was taken on with a smile.  We did a collection just before school closed and I am most grateful to the St 
Martin’s community for your incredible generosity.  Just over R20 000 was gathered.  We were thus able to 
give them each a sizeable Checkers voucher for the Christmas period.  The teachers and pupils organized a 
party to spoil them and to say thank you for everything they did for the school during a very tricky time.

We did also, with all the necessary protocols of social distancing, proper ventilation and 
the wearing of masks in place, hold our annual eisteddfod.  The quality of performance was 
nothing short of astounding and the external adjudicators couldn’t quite believe what they 
were exposed to.  The slam poetry during the lunch break was simply WOW!  The topics our 
teenagers engage with are profound and thought provoking – educating young minds just has 
to be the best job in the world. 
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With gender-based violence under the 
spotlight in our country again, a number 
of students and teachers walked 5km 
through our neighbourhood to raise 
awareness of this scourge in our society. 
This walk was initiated by a group of Form One 
students during the above-mentioned PLP 
programme. It is important that we support our 
pupils at St Martin’s when they engage with and 
speak out against the social ills evident in South 
Africa – we cannot just be bystanders. The famous 
Hillside Fish and Chips, that has recently moved to 
Linmeyer, kindly sponsored delicious chip roles for 
each of the participants.

In our final assembly of the year we announced our head 
prefects. As part of the process, before we make our final 
decisions, the prefect body is asked to vote for who they 
would like to see in these positions and why. I have found our 
students to be extremely intuitive and have seldom needed to 
change whom they have suggested. The kind of words used 
by their peers to describe them, speaks to the character and 
calibre of our student leadership. Inspiring, wise, respected, 
involved, strong, positive energy and decisive were adjectives 
used. I was delighted that the word ‘humble’ was used by 
most – that is, after all, where servant leadership begins!

Head Girl: Aaminah Moosajee   Head Boy: Siphiwokuhle Sithole  
Deputy Head Boy: Milkias Gebremichael   Deputy Head Girl: Shenique Francke
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If one looks at our world right now it is clear that disruption is the word people will, 
one day use, to describe 2020.     
Uncertainty and volatility have abounded. So many people I have spoken to have said that they just want 
this year to end. The reality, I fear, is however that we are not yet nearing the end of all the disruption.  
And that is not just a statement about Covid-19 – there are many more disruptors in our world right 
now. As we plan for 2021 and beyond, we cannot just wish the volatility away, and just hope for a more 
normal world. It is clear that adaptability and a capacity to deal with crises decisively and with agility and 
flexibility, will be more important than ever. What is, however, of comfort is that, next year, we can again 
look to and trust the God who has blessed us so abundantly this year.  2021 is going to be a spectacular 
year!

It remains for me to wish you a blessed Christmas 
and a wonderful holiday.   
Someone once said: ‘Blessed is the season which 
engages the whole world in a conspiracy of love.’  May 
God richly bless you as you generously bless others 
with the gift of your love in this time of Christmas.

Best wishes  
Thomas Hagspihl - Headmaster
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TERM 1 

Tuesday 14 January – Thursday 9 April

TERM 2 
Tuesday 5 May – Friday 31 July

TERM 3 
Tuesday 1 September – Friday 4 December
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