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But then she said something I found fascinating. She works for Deloitte’s and told me that a well-known 
phenomenon in their offices is the ‘St Martin’s English’.  If anyone needs to hand in an essay, or have a 
letter checked, they invariably ask colleagues who were pupils at St Martin’s for help and advice.  Their 
command of the English language, both written and spoken, has been widely recognized in their offices and 
hence become this phenomenon.  In fact, the young lady who phoned me, is now working for the Deloitte’s 
office in London, and has been asked to help with a publication for undergraduates, because, even in 
London, they have been duly impressed with her abilities in English.  Our English teachers really are in a 
league of their own!

Sometimes it is good to be reminded of the quality of our teaching staff.  

A number of pupils who have left St Martin’s, to go to the elite schools in the northern suburbs, come 
back for extra Science lessons, or help with their French.  Our Matric average for Engineering Graphics and 
Design has consistently been in excess of 10% above the IEB average, and it is seldom that our Dramatic 
Arts department don’t get a full house of distinctions with their Matric classes.  We were one of the first 
schools in Johannesburg to safely offer sports practices last year, once governmental Covid regulations 
allowed this during lock-down.  The out-of-class pursuits to enhance what happens in Business Studies 
lessons are quite unique and the envy of many-a-school.

I could go on!  Suffice it to say, your children’s teachers are quite extraordinary.

Our Amazing Teachers
I had such an interesting phone call the other 
day!  One of our past pupils, who has recently 
qualified as an actuary, enquired as to whether 
I would certify some documents for her.  We 
got chatting, and she told me that there was 
no doubt in her mind that she had coped so 
well with her actuarial studies, because of the 
education she had received here at St Martin’s.  
Having studied Mathematics for many years 
after her Matric, she said that, hands down, 
the best of all her teachers/lecturers was Ms 
Verster – our HOD Mathematics.  That was 
lovely to hear!

Mrs Verster
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Africa Day

Oliver Tambo Memorial

Our Matric class arranged a wonderfully colourful celebration of Africa Day last week.     
The assembly featured a display of African dance, recitals of poetry and culture to celebrate the formation 
of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) on May 25, 1963.  The students verbalised the meaning of 
Ubuntu, ‘I am, because you are’, in different African languages.  

It’s always lovely to see how seriously our pupils take these kinds of days.  Their attire for the event was 
beautiful and their presentation at the assembly was poignant and well thought through.  Even the icy cold 
weather didn’t dampen the spirit of the day.

As a school we are committed to teaching our young ones these values in the hope that they will live 
them out, not only here at school, but later in their life.  As I write this, and again look at the photograph, 
I ask myself whether I am, in fact, living out these values?  It’s a good question to ask sometimes!

Deputy Head Boy, Milkias Gebremichael explained:  ‘We want to encourage our future leaders 
to embrace their cultural diversity and promote unity and Ubuntu which teaches people not to 
discriminate against one another.  We want to teach the world the African way of doing things, and 
that is why we celebrate this day at St Martin’s. It must sink in that even though we have different 
cultures, the fact that we are all Africans means we are one. We must learn to respect our cultural 
differences and treat each other with respect and dignity.’

At the Prep School we recently unveiled 
this memorial in honour of Oliver Tambo.  
It was a great privilege to have his son Dali and his 
wife Rachel, as well as his grandson Dante with us 
for this occasion.  The chairman of the Oliver and 
Adelaide Foundation cut the ribbon with Dante, and 
the rain certainly didn’t detract from the occasion.

Four of the values that Tambo stood for, and lived 
out in his life, are now in a prominent place in 
our Prep School.  As our pupils walk past the wall 
each morning on their way into school, they will be 
reminded of them.  What these words actually mean 
and how these values can, and should be lived out in 
our school and, indeed, in our society, will be spoken 
about regularly by the teachers so that they aren’t 
just some words hanging on a wall. 

It is painfully obvious in our country at the moment 
that these, and the other values that Tambo 
espoused, are not always high on the agenda.   
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1.   We all install burglar bars into our homes and surround ourselves with six-foot walls and 
electric fencing, but the Internet windows into the lives of our children are seldom secured 
or checked!  They are in most cases wide open.

2.   Teenagers, and in particular boys, often don’t have the vocabulary to tell us what’s worrying 
them.  For these crucial conversations to happen, we, as parents, have to be present.  
Mindfully present.

3.   The internet and all social media platforms are echo chambers.  Google profiles you very 
accurately and soon sends you everything you want to hear and see.

4.   Our current media has been described as the new ‘opium for the people’.  It is up to us, 
whether we are going to be lulled into a state of disturbed sleepiness or not.  We need to be 
intentional about our use of the media and, more importantly, with how our teens are using 
media and when.

5.   Don’t ever give your child a smart phone as a gift.  It belongs to you and your child has to 
contract with you for its use with certain conditions in place.

6.   How long will we allow our girls and boys to look into the ‘black mirror’ – the screens of 
their phones – that keeps telling them they are not good enough?

Luke Lamprecht
Earlier this week we hosted well-known speaker and activist for children’s rights and 
their protection, Luke Lamprecht.   
He spoke to the pupils in the morning and presented a webinar for parents that evening.  I must admit that 
I was devastated that only 35 parents joined the webinar, on the all-important topic of social media and 
what our teens are exposed to online.  Here are some of things I found particularly interesting:

Chaplain’s Installation
Although not in the chapel, Reverend 
Bhekisisa’s installation as our new 
chaplain at St Martin’s was a lovely 
ceremony – indeed, a grand affair.    
Out on the field on a sunny winter’s morning, 
he was warmly welcomed into the St Martin’s 
community.  Unfortunately, due to illness, both 
the Bishop and I were not able to be part of the very 
special service.  Our Reverend has brought a new 
energy into the chapel and has already connected 
with the pupils in very unique ways.  The connection 
with your chaplain is immediate and very special 
when he plays soccer with you during breaktime! 
With the kind of meme, pictured here, circulating 
regularly, he has his work cut out for him!
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Pictured here is a meme that I saw on a WhatsApp group recently.   
The caption read:  ‘The triangle where everything disappears continues 
to baffle scientists.’  On the face of it, this could be quite funny – and 
we need to laugh at times – but with everything we are having to 
face in our country at the moment, this kind of ‘joke’ just feeds the 
general negativity and makes no one feel any better.  We keep telling 
our students to be part of the solution and not just to whinge about the 
problems.  I needed to be reminded, on occasion to do just that myself!

On the coldest day this week, and the mercury didn’t rise much 
above 130C, I saw these pigeons having a bath.  They didn’t even 
wait for the warmth of the midday sun and got the job done at 
just after 9 am.  I wish you a warm half-term under the duvet and 
around a log fire in the evenings.  Have a wonderful break and stay 
safe!

Best wishes  
Thomas Hagspihl - Headmaster

This land is my land! Or is it?  
Just prior to the Covid numbers skyrocketing again, the Business Studies department 
held a book launch, which turned out to be a profound and inspiring evening.  
The guest speakers were Professor Peter Delius from the department of History at Wits University, and 
Ms Bulelwa Mabasa who is a Director at Werksman’s Attorneys and the Head of Land Reform and Tenure 
practice area.  The topic of discussion was ‘Land in South Africa’.  It became clear to me, and everyone 
present at this evening, that so many of us hold incredibly strong views on this hotly contested issue, 
without knowing the history, background and all the facts.  Both speakers held the audience spell bound 
– this was real education presented by the real experts.  And that is what St Martin’s is truly about.  
Textbook stuff is important – but oh, there is so much more!



SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR 2021SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR 2021
EASTER TERM 

Tuesday 19 January – Wednesday 31 March

TRINITY TERM 
Wednesday 28 April – Friday 6 August

MICHAELMAS TERM 
Tuesday 7 September – Wednesday 1 December

GET IN TOUCH
PRE AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Grades: 000 - 7     011 435 0380

Keep up to date with school activities and 
student life on our social media pages

saintmartinsschool Stmartins_school The St Martin

HIGH SCHOOL
Forms: 1 - 5     011 435 0735/6/7

www.stmartin.co.za


